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be its "socialist sister republic." The Ctevernaent-controllad jwttud radio 

nw one-sided coverage f~ *»*** *** «•»•• P«r*o» wool* «•* <*• faI *« impression 

Sat the crisis *** » Cnbsa-fl.S. problem withjtoich the 6ovist .was sot invol**- ^^i 

sXc^^our Ambesssdsr's t-S with KeiglbYprsss sad radio, elagUjh they <0U/ 

eorruSued fedW their oopy from Simon Melley*s^i>e^iaed «"•?»§• .*£» "^JT? 1 ^ 

aaots, began to refrain fxem direct editorial criticism of the IT.S. saB/tacitly 

recognised that tbe Soviets h«d established bases la Gob*. ->*" 


■/ 


*r< 



after the Istialal Party newspaper took tbe 
Use that U.S. bases should bo reSBved from Morocco bMMM of tho possibility 
thoy could draw reprisals, and the paper of the national union of Popular Forees 
attacked the Government for not taking the position that the «<£. bases should 
go, tbe Minister of Information aede a statement on October 31. Els stateasnt 
was in the context of the opposition's attacks against tbe Moroccan Government 
for having failed to support the Cuban revolution in the United Rations. Tbe 
Minister was quoted as expressing satisfaction on tbe part of his Government 
concerning the detente sad emphasizing the U.K> Afro-Asian group's role in 
resolving the crisis. "That role was determining end the Moroccan delegation 
to the tfcited nations acted in concert with the group to safeguard P»ece, in 
conforaity with tbe Morooosn principle, which requires resolution of conflicts by 
negotiation." i^i™^^ to the necessity for snail countries like Morocco to 
follow a aon-iaterventiea, aoa-aligned policy, he said that Morocco Is satisfied 
vbea f the iadepeadeaee of aeefa people Is respected and its liberty to hare a 
regiae of its ova choice": is reaffimed, 

j. ■■■-., ■ . ,-^~; ^ ■•/; ■ ■ 

Officially, the position- of the Algerian Government during the Cuban crisis 
was one of strict aco-eligaeaatj sotually, it was ■•ore neutral" in support of 
the Cubans than it was uaderswading of the American poaition. lbs aost notable 
stead .taken by the Goveraatat in carrying oat its policy of non-eliganent was 
the fiat statement aeds by Ben Bella to our Charge that no landin g or overflight 
rights would be granted to Soviet planes bound for Cuba with military e«|sipasnt. 
She seal-official Algerian position was that Cuba and %?orl4 peace were aenaced 
by the D^, quarantine. Ivea well-disposed Foreiga Ministry officials were 
tHwiHing to admit the truth was the ether way around* After days of listening 
to pro-Cuban bias on the Algerian rsdie and television, fi&assy Algiers described 
as an "incredible expertenos" hearing Algerian broadcasters on October 29 sua up 
-t*»«i news as a vindication of D\3. claias regarding the ad&sile bases and attributing 
IhruBhcbev's undertakl&g to remove the. bases to thsfirm stand taken by tbe O.S. 


I) 


'•»"'*' 


Oaiaeaa officials la private generally expressed understanding and approval 
cf the B.S.. notions. She stand against grantisg Eossian landing or overflight 
rights to Cubs, la erdsr sot to assist a Soviet military build-«p is Dab* preceded 
and was mors forthcoming than the positions of some acre fri*a£3y Afrissa.jtatss. . 

Bsdlo Conakry was ssrnpuleasjj^bjtotivc in covering Cuban d^relOfmsateiXT , hT »MI 

President Toure said he felt <teiass> saaaJaHrepportT ywfV 
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Sooatehott appeared getminsly troubled by the danger of w end initially 
identified with the Cuban "underdog •" Understanding of the U«S # position iaprored 
as the nevs aedla concentrated on the evidence of the Soviet missile build-up in 
Cnba. Radio Kaeritania avoided editorial econent in its nevs broadcasts* *hich 
gave satisfactory coverage from the U«8, viewpoint. ^ — ^\.^>. 

Tha Foreign Minister of Chad recognised that tie Soviet actions vera 
unjustifiable * So did the Acting President of fliger* Snbassy Cotcnou reported 
there urald be no problem in Dahoney for the U»S, in imt of a showdown* The 
Opper Volta ftaba^i trior to the U2f aaid that the Soviet reflation that it had bases 
in Cuba changed the vicvs of nany OH delegates tdu> oonaidarad they had bean aisled 
by the Soviet and Cuban delegation** 

President Ihidjo of Caaarocn understood and personally sympathised with the 
tf*S. quarantine action and own felt, as a friend, that our action was rather 
lafce* Ahidjo thought ue would find it difficult to persuade neutralists , and 
others not prepared to Make a political ccoz&itaent, of the legality of tho 
quarantine, saying that a solution which equates. the two sides nay seen reasonable 
and objective to those super-spared to distinguish botveen the peaceful, conciliatory 
conduct of the U*S. in the past 16 years and the constant aggressiveness of the 

LccOTiuniste* ihidjo iaplied he has to deal with a significant xnxober in Cameroon 
and possibly in the HAM ubo hold such opinions. 
_. • - - .j* .*.-■■ . . - - • 

.'■.-, ^ .m. Of tha rs»aiaing African states, 

.' Liberia, Uganda, and the Sooth African Hepublie 
*»r» officially cad publicly strongly pro-0.3. 
the -others took no official position although 
- soa»-of then privately espreeaed understanding 
of -the S«S« position. Sudan, Libya, Stbiopia, 
and Cvago-LeopoldriHa wire aae&g the first to 
give assurances that augr Soviet requests for 
landing or ererfllght rights for aircraft carry** 
ing solitary equiipaest to Cnba would be denied. 

Liberia took a strong official position supporting tha U.S. Uganda Premier 
Obote is a Sa-raaber 1 press eonferenoe flraly supported the V<£. deoiaion on the 
quarantine which, he ea|fcasised, was not a blockade, Ba oeapered the existence 
of Soviet aiasUss i& Cuba aissd -at the U.S. with a hypothetical plaoestaat by a 
foreign power of aggressive veapons In Zanzibar aiaad at Kenya, and Bganda, and 
said be agreed with Jre&ideat Ztanedy that, in such a situation, "the greatest 
danger la to do nothl^.* The South African QerennBant early sent to the ?«S. 

. Goretnaaat, end also node public, a letter espressiag support for the &.S,. 

. i^tlco* ^Significant ^epl&iea groups in South Africa followed the mm Una. 
tely scattered ©pinion was araila^le frea African groups* tee nnffjtf African 

t r*J»M- f 3T-* 4 * — *» 4-V^ r *» ***.*> »- • r t ■ ■» ^m' aL^ttibattB^M^a^am ^aa> *. ^ *^- L ^^t.^V^^^^ b.* 




sV.&tft^ 


-«*?1^ 


S&^SSz* 


?^ses* i *aas? r -*■ * 


■v. j>> **ri 






-^•v- —.; 


r»j-t*vcy™L •* *» vf> 


i ^' ; T»*C5* ? Ti*S- 


*#££& 




'.irSofft&i 


**5K 


Sa*** 


wroW'oonmplag.tO/: 

lBg fctft foe 


thft 


t*<tt* : d*wrltyj< 


lifftrltt rtfKMtmtatliNi «& tte- W would b*M 


la-' 


Both 




^jrfwiWJ 


hia4fa«t 
uttboll 


*«!*>.'■ 


2»«»* 


«*<? 


?*is&< 


ffor 


hifeGowKSMttfeooa^o^olig***!^ 
a- nfcbfe fro- —ndlm 

^JIwBUtl , pf pi 1BI 




p^#dl« for; 


of. 


OP 


*zt3trtth£tandlBg 


^$«£&£ 


apotayf cfc: tboiCabla e^y toM oW><~ 




r^mfe: 


tor" 


«o3 

rttdliegttftn 






Chorgrfit^ 
tb&& 


■*afe; 




aTtogo 


'■■#x3»&~ 


-'j**!^- 


*"»' : 'l^ 


'■a*-! 


«ai; 


*tf 


^^ .;■■.•■•■■••,■.■- ~«$* 


— <^i^'3^ 


.W^T 1 . 


-J f^edfi 


«£f*3i 


S«Sf 


rat^ry.^v 














H0.nflMtedg^ 


OOEt$'i'b«tlCO '• 

ttw6 the foot- of 

ri»?fi*5l±»d tO r 

OB^fe*' 








CA-5632. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
-6- 

^Jfhe Ethiopian Saqwrer, SA a private statement to our Ambassador Boveaber 1, 
Mid that vhile sezy mil countries were Initially critical of the ff«S« blockade 
^ o* ^nba, he believed the C«S« sctlca 2a am understood end supporte d J» coat of 
/"' ;ree vorld. Se tamed the U«S„ decision *oourageoGa tad 


: 4 


In Sxidan* 



a There Ma &o pofclio, official 

ibttie 


statement of s up p ort for the U*S. position. Both the Sudanese (k nnumn t aod 
press publicly took the ll&t that foreign bases a?» prtmwativ© asd that, 
irrespective of thla fact, itaelaar t*r ie tnjtaetified^ Tteeideot Ahbeud's 
stAtecect reiterated hie Goror&rant 1 * finest apportion to Military biaes 
irrespective of tfeelr location, their purpooe, or the aide ithlch constructs 
tfcesu* It oo&tlnued* *2h*refore t* consider that the TO la tfee place to treat 
the Cuban pro&ea end that it la' iannbest on all atatea vffaici are perties to 
the dispute „ « » to refrain from aiiy unilateral aotlon vhioh nould affect CH 
resolutions or haapsr their practical application.* The presa repeated and 
expanded these theme* 






i The Libyan position yms one of cautious apprwl of the TT.S. oolicy. : 

The 
Tripoli press confined ifceelf meetly to news accounts; Benshasl pre»Tyeaction 
was sixed and generally unfavorable.. Villa some understanding of the U.S. 
position and soae critieiaa of Sosoian methods appeared, the priaary these vas 
that tho graat power* were oalXiceSy disregarding the reat of nankisd is bringing 
the world to the brink of theraaewlear wr; th* preaa gare eredit to the neutral 
nation* and the OT for restraining the great powers on this scoesien. 

: . ,.. # ~ .•.■•.;;v.:r,-'-.' -'': ^•■:.;-.. - V- -•■ -•■-•.-.■•' •- " 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

ALL AF Posts 

FROM: Department of State 

SUBJECT: African Reaction to the Cuban Crisis 


I. The "Casablanca powers 1 * did not take a 
coordinated position on the Cuban situation, in 
some instances, however, their individual positions 
were parallel. Algeria and Guinea, for example, 
privately indicated that any Soviet requests for 
overflight and landing rights for aircraft ^a^rying 
military equipment to Cuba would be denied. Press 
and radio output was, in general, critical of the 
U.S. role regarding Cuba, but Radio Conakry, in 
Guinea, was scrupulously objective. 

Ghana's reaction on Cuba was characterized by a "neutral iFia w slanted 
in favor of the Soviets, with the Government-controlled Ghanaian Tise^ 
and Radio Ghana strident in their criticism of the U.S. Nkrumah agreed, 
however, that Ambassador Quaison-Sackey's speech speech to the Security 
Council criticizing the U.S. for establishing the quarantine but making no 
unfavorable comment on Soviet and Cuban actions, was not appropriate co 
Ghana's non-aligned position, and said he would correct this. Later, 
according to [ excised ] to whom Nkrumah 

showed the aerial photographs of the missile bases in Cuba, Nkrumah was 
obviously shaken and remarked that he and his Government had been 
deceived by the Soviets. 

Mali's reaction was not that of a genuine neutral. In a letter to 
President Kennedy, President Keita expressed the opinion that the U.S. 
did not exhaust the machinery of the United Nations before imposing the 

quarantine. 

[Excised] 


(Page Three) 

the U.S on the question of the Russian bases in line with its opposition to 
foreign bases in neutral territory, but he said that for the same reason he 
sided with Castro on Guantanamo. Although he agreed :astro is no longer 
neutral, he thought, w if you handle him intelligently he is not lost." 
Guinea's official position on Cuba as expressed in the Political Bureau's 
communique of November 6 was that, in view of the Russian admission of the 
existence of a Soviet base in Cuba and the demand of the Cubaa Government for 
evacuation of the American base (at Guantanamo) from Cuban soil, "the 
Government of Guinea reaffirms unequivocally its support for the immediate 
suppression of all these foreign bases." This statement was issued in 
conjunction with one which failed to recognize Chinese aggression in the Sino- 
Indian conflict. Taken together, the statements appeared to reflect a Guinean 
desire to avoid taking sides publicly. 

II. Generally the OAM states avoided 
taking publicly positions which favored the U.S. 
At the same time, most of them privately offered 
reassurances of understanding and sympathy for 
the U.S. action and indicated that overflight 
and landing rights for Soviet aircraft carrying 
military equipment to Cuba would be denied if 
these were requested. As a rule, the press and 
radio in these states attempted to present news 
of the crisis in a balanced fashion. 

President Mba of Gabon (he is also the current President of the UAM) 
stated that the U.S. could count on the support of Gabon and he felt sure, all 
the UAM states in the General Assembly. 

Senegalese leaders were sympathetic to the reasons which led the U.S. to 
take action on the Soviet missile base. The main force of individual 
Senegalese criticism was aimed at the existence of U.S. bases in Turkey and by 
the U.S. threat of force. One student group sent messages to the Embassy 
strongly critical of the U.S. and expressing solidarity with Cuban students. 
Numerous Senegalese expressed privately support of the U.S. action; some said 
the President had chosen an appropriate situation in which to draw a line 
against Soviet aggressiveness., The Senegalese press and radio attempted to 
show both sides. 

President Ould Daddah of Mauritania was particularly impressed by the 
evidence that the Soviets had introduced into Cuba weapons which directly 
threatened the free world of which, he said, Mauritania is part. He hoped the 
U.S. would stress the facts of the Soviet build-up in Cuba so as to overcome 
emotional pro-Cuban sentiment in African and neutral areas. He commented that 
in any showdown the UAM would find itself on the U*S. side; in the meantime, 
Mauritanian public statements would stress the desire to end the threat to 
world peace. Public opinion in 
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lonttohett qvMnd jainlaaly troubled by the danger ef wr and initially 
identified vita the Cnban "andesting.* OnSeretandiag of the ««S, position laaroved 
m the bm» nedia o cw w tet Ud on the eridenee of the Soviet ndeeile build-up in 
Cnbe, Sadio Mauritania avoided editorial ocnrat is Its w» bwedoaate, %biah 
C«v» eatiafaotory eoeerac* fron tfrj ««8. tleupoiat. - ^ 
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SsarOT. *0f the Twalnlug Afrleaa etatee, 

,'Qgande, sad the Sooth African Bepnhlie 
<nffi»i*lJy mi pobliely strongly $ro>8.S. 
fc^k no official position although 
then privately ezpreseed understanding 
.sf^toM»->faeitien. Sudan, Ubya, Wfciepia, 
aid Gtiftgo-LeopoldriHa ware among tha first to 
itwaMornoM that any Soviet reqoeeta for 
-Sanding or overflight rlghta far aircraft carry- 
•lag stilifcary sqoijsiMit to Gabs would ba denied. 


Liberia took a strong effleial poeitioa euppertlag the U.S. Qgaade Frenier 
Obota in a Movwber 1 .prose ooafaraaaa flznly aupportad tba 9«S. deaieion en the 
quarantine which, ba sngbaaiaed, was aot a blockade* Sa eoafaoed tba «dataaaa 
of Soviet aiaailes in Oeba eiaed-at tba 17*3. with a hypothetical nlao&aant by a 
foreign power of a gg r aea ivo weapons in flaneibar alaad at lanja and Uganda* and 
, aaid ba agraad with Sreaident lennedy that, in sash a aituati^*, "the greatset 
daafar ia to do notbiaj. 8 3ba Sorstb dfrioan Goaamnaat —rij aant to tba U^« 

, <2oTttransat J . and alaoHaadia fobllo« * lattar aoqprsaainf aoppart for "tea Q«S. 

^^noaitfjM.j^girtfiffantr^giniaa fraqsa in Soatb afrioa followed tba mmm Mna. 
CW?- aaattwad opiaioB «ta avcilatla fires Ifriaan arassa, tea avv&Lsttf Iftrtoan 
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la Sodaa. 

" ^_J_ # official 

etatoaaat of avpport for tha CJJ. poajtloft. loth ffer ~ 

proaa publicly *ook tha Ub» that for«l4fi%aaaa:4ra 
imvpettvi of tola tmtti aoalaax oer;i# :«»J*a4iflefi.**fcwia^ ilftonS's 
stataaast raitorotad his timarnaan^s ftfteaast oppostUos to Military baso* 
irraapaottfo og-ttalr looat aoc, ^balr >ji|>ai » ; o f w slda «Meb eesatrofits 
thorn.* St o ootdawd i »tearofora *a> isgMwr «atHh>T» Is tfea jOaet to trost 
too Cuban prootaao* tbotl&t^Xr iattvAtet oo*Un*t«taa *i*» no parUo* tc 
tha dispute +% .'to rafralft-froB aoy Tailotaral atitioe lAioh «oo3d offaot TO 
raaolutloB* oriwapar their practloslcs^plioatiai." tha press repeated and 

expended thOSO -ttMBeO . ~ r "— •-ii'.J"-*-- > %': f - - 
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of-oetitieus approval ef the'V.S. policy. 
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Tripoli press "ooaflasd Itself acstl? to aevs eoeeuBtei Bengbasi prat* reaction 
vm »l»d sad eeoorelly ^saerthle* Valla 'mm oadorstoofiiag of tot 9.S. 
poaitioa asd km oritieiOB of Sossiea aetheds appeared, the priaery these «as 
that tha great $owsrs vara ealleoaly 4isreferdiBg tha raat of as&klad ia bringing 
tha world to tha ariac of ?«Mneaajaleer vari tha jantes fsv* aradit to tha mitral 
aatiens aad too Of for raatraisiaf tha great powers oa this eeeasioa. 
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